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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

The Service of the Word Christian Worship, p. 38 
The Service of the Word © Northwestern Publishing House 1993. All rights reserved. 

Used by permission, including hymns 143, 340, 249, 147, and 463 Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-714955 

 
OPENING HYMN  143 - He's Risen, He's Risen 
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INVOCATION 
 
Minister The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
 
Congregation   And also with you.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

M We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his 
dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I 
have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own 
dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C Amen. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 
M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord 

 
PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 
Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing  
My great Redeemer’s praise, 
The glories of my God and King,  
The triumphs of his grace! 
 
The name of Jesus calms our fears  
And bids our sorrows cease. 
‘Tis music in the sinners ears;  
‘Tis life and health and peace. 
 
See all your sins on Jesus laid;  
The Lamb of God was slain. 
His life was once an off’ring made  
That you might live again. (340:1,3,5) 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
M Let us pray.  O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world 

from the despair of death.  By his resurrection to life, grant your faithful people 
gladness of heart and the hope of eternal joys; through your Son, Jesus Christ, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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THE WORD 
 
FIRST LESSON  Acts 9:1-19a 
Jesus worked a miraculous change in Saul’s life when he converted him from Christian 
persecutor to Christian missionary. 
 

ACTS 9:1Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s 
disciples. He went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues in 
Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or 
women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3As he neared Damascus on his 
journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and 
heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”  

 5“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.  
   “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6“Now get up and go into the 

city, and you will be told what you must do.”  
 7The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did 

not see anyone. 8Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see 
nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9For three days he was blind, and 
did not eat or drink anything.  

 10In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a 
vision, “Ananias!”  
      “Yes, Lord,” he answered.  

 11The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man 
from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12In a vision he has seen a man named 
Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight.”  

 13“Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the 
harm he has done to your saints in Jerusalem. 14And he has come here with authority 
from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.”  

 15But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my 
name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel. 16I will show 
him how much he must suffer for my name.”  

 17Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, 
“Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming 
here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
18Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He 
got up and was baptized, 19and after taking some food, he regained his strength. 
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PSALM 67 
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SECOND LESSON   Revelation 5:11-14 
At one time, all the world seemed to reject Jesus.  In this heavenly scene God has worked 
a change to glorious worship. 

 
 REVELATION 5:11Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering 

thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the 
throne and the living creatures and the elders. 12In a loud voice they sang:  
   “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and 
strength and honor and glory and praise!”  

 13Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the 
sea, and all that is in them, singing:  
   “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and 
power, for ever and ever!” 14The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell 
down and worshiped. 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY 
 

 
 
GOSPEL  John 21:1-14 
The disciples returned to their jobs, until Jesus himself worked a miraculous catch.  
 

JOHN 21:1Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Tiberias. It 
happened this way: 2Simon Peter, Thomas (called Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in 
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Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 3”I’m going out to 
fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and 
got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.  

 4Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that 
it was Jesus.  5He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?”  
      “No,” they answered.  

 6He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” 
When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish.  

 7Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as 
Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him 
(for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. 8The other disciples followed in the 
boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. 
9When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread.  

10Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.”  
11Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 

153, but even with so many the net was not torn. 12Jesus said to them, “Come and have 
breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the 
Lord. 13Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 
14This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the 
dead. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY 147 – Like the Golden Sun Ascending 
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SERMON 
John 21:1-14 

 
Jesus Brings His Own Agenda 

 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day he rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy Christian Church,  
   the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
FRIENDSHIP REGISTER 
 
GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 
 
MUSICAL OFFERTORY 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 
their needs. 
 
Brief silence 
 
Heavenly Father, with joy the Church continues to celebrate the Resurrection victory of 
Your beloved Son. Look in Your mercy on all who have been baptized into His death and 
resurrection, and grant them grace each day to die to sin and rise to newness of life with 
Him. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Fountain of mercy, You call Your people to love and to serve those in need. Pour out 
Your blessing on the mercy ministries of our church body, and of Your whole Church, 
that through their devoted service many may come to know and praise Your unspeakable 
kindness and love. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
King of kings and Lord of lords, to You we commend our public servants in this land. 
Bless and prosper them in their callings. Hinder everything in our common life that is 
contrary to Your will, and establish and strengthen every good endeavor. Lord, in Your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord of kindness and compassion, Your Son throughout His ministry healed the sick and 
relieved the distressed. Remember in tenderness those who are in need of His healing and 
comfort today [especially . . .]. By the power of Your Holy Spirit, grant them grace to 
entrust themselves entirely to Your loving care. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Giver of the life that never ends, receive today our heart-felt thanks for all Your servants 
who have departed this life in saving faith and who live with You forevermore. In Your 
boundless love, bring us with them to share in the joys of the new heavens and the new 
earth. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
C Our Father in heaven,  
  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done  
   on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread.   
Forgive us our sins,  
 as we forgive those  
 who sin against us.   
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.   
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours   
 now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



[13] 

HYMN 584 – O Blessed, Holy Trinity 
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PRAYER 
 
M Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and 

do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 
strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

  
BLESSING 
 
M Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  
 Live in harmony with one another.  
 Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
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CLOSING HYMN 463 - Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult  
          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors. 
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